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its pristine beauty in the word bienfaisance; for me
it has been spoiled by the Pharisees who have made
too free a use of it. We have many charitable
institutions in our country, pawn-shops, provident
societies, mutual aid and insurance societies, Some
of these are useful and do good service. But their
common defect is that they proceed to aggravate
the very social iniquity which they are intended to
correct; they are poisonous remedies. Universal
beneficence would have every one living by his
own labours and not on the labours of others.
Everything but fair exchange and solidarity is vile
and shameful and unfruitful. Human charity is
the co-operation of all in the production and
division of the fruits of labour.

<c Charity is justice ; it is love, and the poor are
more skilled in it than the rich. What rich man has
ever practised human charity as fully as Epictetus
or Benoit Malon ? True charity is the gift of each
man's work to all; it is a beautiful kindness ; it is
the harmonious gesture of the soul which bows
itself like a vase of precious ointment, pouring
forth its benefits. It is Michael Angelo painting
the Sistine Chapel, or the deputies in the National
Assembly on the night of the 4th of August, It is
giving, in^ all its happy completeness ; it is money
poured forth together with love and thought. We
have nothing that belongs to us alone but ourselves ;